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initiative, cited by the author, is the creation of a state board of 
embalmers by act of the state board of health, after the legislature had 
refused to create such a body. Some interesting anomalies in Iowa's 
experience are pointed out, such as the state board of education of 
1857, and the despotic reign of the county judge under the authority 
granted by the code of 185 1. The unfortunate experience of the state 
in its attempt to segregate state and local sources of income is clearly 
traced, and the deplorable results indicated. In discussing the subject 
of taxation the author might well have referred to the famous "tax 
ferret" law of 1900, which allows the county board of supervisors to 
contract with private firms for the discovery of taxable property not 
reported by the assessor. The " ferrets " are allowed 1 5 per cent, of 
the taxes on the property unearthed. 

On the whole, Dr. Bowman might almost as well have used the title 
"A Study in Decentralization," for Iowa is still far from anything like 
an administrative unity. Urban and industrial conditions such as 
accompany the administrative changes in Massachusetts and New York 
do not obtain there, and the old system of local self-government has 
been allowed to take its own leisurely way. The author has undoubt- 
edly demonstrated, however, that the prevailing tendency is in the 
direction of administrative centralization. 

The volume is written in an interesting style, with a good sense of 
the relative importance of facts, and is an excellent example of the kind 
of a study that might profitably be made of the other states yet unde- 
scribed. C. E. Merriam. 

Industrial and Social History Series. By Katherine Elizabeth 
Dopp, Ph.D. Book I, "The Tree-Dwellers — the Age of 
Fear." Chicago: Rand, McNally & Co. Pp.160, i2mo. 
A NORMAL SCHOOL teacher some years ago sent out the inquiry to 
school directors : " With what kinds of apparatus do you wish your 
teachers to be familiar when they leave the training school ?" One 
answer was significant : " What we want most is teachers who can get 
along without any apparatus. We have no money to spend." There 
is no questioning the prime importance of the personality of the 
teacher, but the demands within the school today require better train- 
ing, more leisure, more expenditure of money than ever before ; and 
the objection is not valid that such work as is outlined by Dr. Dopp 
may do for schools with abundant resources, but has no place in those 
maintained at public expense. If this type of material is valuable for 



REVIEWS 725 

the children, we shall come to it, although it means better teachers, 
smaller classes, more attention to individuals, and the consequent 
greater expenditure of public funds. 

"The Tree-Dwellers" will be of interest to social workers outside 
of the school as well as within. To understand its larger significance, 
it should be read in connection with The Place of Industries in Ele- 
mentary Education by the same author. There has perhaps been no 
single work published which has endeavored more earnestly than this 
latter to indicate the meaning of manual training, the field excursion, 
modeling, drawing, dramatic representation, and other activities which 
in so many schools have been plastered on the old course of study. Of 
greater importance than the material chosen by Dr. Dopp is the unity 
which she sees in the essentials of the so-called old and new education. 
"The Tree-Dwellers" is her first attempt to illustrate her theory by 
material organized into lessons for use with children. This volume is 
to be followed by "The Early Cave-Men — the Age of Combat," "The 
Later Cave-Men — the Age of the Chase," "The Tent-Dwellers — the 
Early Fishing Men," and others dealing with the early development of 
pastoral and agricultural life, the age of metals, travel, trade, and 
transportation. Naturally these works will not satisfy even all who 
welcomed the theoretical statement, but the details of adverse criticism 
must not be allowed to obscure the importance of this effort, and its 
promise of successful issue as indicated in the initial volume of the 
series. It is most promising to have a person of unusually successful 
teaching experience combine with this thorough university training 
and devote herself to a pioneer task. 

To those who would allow children only the classic products of 
race-development, and who hesitate to share with them in that which 
means most to them — the processes — this book is far afield. Dr. 
Dopp sees that adolescence is but an unusualty high wave in the indi- 
vidual life, that there are other transitions of only slightly less signifi- 
cance. The one which this book is to meet is the period between six 
and eight, so often misunderstood because of its remoteness from present 
adult life. This remoteness, however, means a difference in degree 
only, and the primary teacher who meets in children needs much like 
those which send the older student to the library, museum, laboratory, 
and field will welcome these suggestions of help in the quest. Whether, 
participating in these processes, the boy or girl can profitably come 
into relations with such frank statements and pictures of the cruel and 
ugly as are found in "The Age of Fear," is a question which should 
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be considered very carefully by those who are near enough to the chil- 
dren to get their point of view. That the author has not failed to 
study this problem is evident from pp. 132-34. 

The reviewer who looks only at the reading text may consider the 
work too deductive, and fear too great influence of culture-epoch 
theories ; but a careful examination of the plan of use will show that 
the whole scheme is firmly rooted in the present, however far it may 
reach into the past. 

Frank A. Manny. 

Ethical Culture Schools, 
New York. 

Queries in Ethnography. By A. G. Keller. New York : Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1903. Pp. ix + 77. 
That small manuals of directive questions, intended for the field 
worker, have value, all will admit. The author of the manual before 
us correctly slates that none of those before issued, in reference to 
ethnography, is satisfactory. Broca's Instructions anthropologiques and 
Schmidt's Anthropologische Methoden are models, but both are confined 
to somatology, a department of anthropology, which Dr. Keller inten- 
tionally omits. The nearest approach to a handy, complete, general 
manual is the Anthropological Institute's Notes and Queries. This 
includes somatology, but also covers the field that Keller has in mind. 
It suffers sadly, as indeed Keller states, from its " composite production " 
and "the multiplicity of its authors." In a footnote Dr. Keller refers 
to a number of rather inaccessible and not fully pertinent German 
questionnaires. Curiously he omits all mention of the "Instructions" 
at various times issued by French anthropological and ethnological 
societies, for use among specific populations, as also the valuable 
manuals put out by the Folk-Lore Society and the American Folk-Lore 
Society — all of which are actually in his field. Keller gives a list of 
912 queries, which are carefully thought out, well stated, and, on the 
whole, well arranged. They cover the whole field of ethnography. 
The book will prove useful and will direct travelers, missionaries, 
physicians, and " the interested amateur " to do good service in foreign 
lands. It would be possible to pick some flaws and raise some ques- 
tions, but it would be difScult to improve the book, which represents 
a great deal of honest labor. Primarily intended for the field worker, 
the book can be well used in the class-room. A class of students 
taken over it in free discussion would gain more than from formal 
study of most text-books. F. g. 



